
My Friend
My friend I stand in judgment now,

And feel that you’re to blame 
somehow.

On earth I walked with you by day,
And never did you point the way.

You knew the Lord in truth and Glory,
But never did you tell the story.

My knowledge then was very dim;
You could have led me safe to Him.
Though we lived together here on 

earth,
You never told me of the second 

birth.
And now I stand this day condemned, 



Because you failed to mention Him.
You taught me many things, that’s true;
I called you my friend, and trusted you.

But I learn now that it’s too late,
And you could have kept me from this 

fate.
We walked by day, and talked by night,
And yet you showed me not the light.

You let me live, and love, and die,
You knew I’d never live on high.
Yes I called you my friend in life,

And trusted you through joy and strife.
And yet, on coming to this dreadful end,

I cannot, now, call you MY FRIEND.
(Author Unknown)



“And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 

and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them 

to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world. 

Amen.” Mt. 28:18-20

The King James Version, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge) 1769.



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

• Let me state for the record that I firmly believe that 
ONE CAN NOT BE A CHILD OF GOD AND NOT BE A 
PERSONAL WORKER.

• I believe that there are many scriptures that teach 
the truthfulness of this statement but these three 
will suffice for now.

•Gal. 6:1-10 ... provides a good study in individual 
Christian responsibility towards others and self.

•Matt. 28:18-20 ; Mk. 16:15-16 --- although 
commissioned to the Apostles it is seen as a good 
work.. cf James 4:17.

•Ezek. 33:8. ...."If we do not warn the wicked from 
their ways their blood will be held accountable 
towards us.“



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

•Here we need to realize that the GREATEST 
motivation for doing personal work is a sort 
of selfish reason --- the salvation of ONE'S 
OWN SOUL.

•If we are not concerned with others souls 
we in fact are displaying a lack of concern 
for our own souls safety.

•I Tim. 4:16 ...."Save both yourself and 
those who hear you“

•Ezek. 33:9 ...."IF you warn ... you deliver 
your own soul."



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

• The question that I pose today, UPON ALL who feel in 
some way or another that they do not have to engage 
in active personal work is:
• Are you concerned about the condition of your soul?
• Do you realize that Personal work is a good work and 

by not doing it you are sinning according to Jas. 
4:17?

• Do you realize by not doing personal work you rob 
God and others and yourself of the greatest joy one 
could have while on this earth...Psa. 126:5-6 ; Acts 
8:39.

• Do you realize by not doing personal work that you 
ROB GOD OF ANOTHER PRECIOUS SOUL THAT HE 
COULD CALL HIS VERY OWN?



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

• Brothers and Sisters in Christ can you see how vitally 
important it is for each one of us to be involved in 
active personal work for the kingdom of God!
• Listen to the proverb writer concerning this:
•"The fruit of the Righteous is a tree of life, and he 
who wins souls is wise." Proverbs 11:30

• Listen to Daniel concerning this:
•"Those who are wise shall shine. Like the 
brightness of the firmament, And those who turn 
many to righteousness, Like the stars forever and 
ever."   Daniel 12:3

• With this in mind let us now consider just for a short 
time the necessity and Urgency of Personal work.



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

• THE NECESSITY AND URGENCY OF PERSONAL WORK.

• There are many needs in the church today, however, one of 
the greatest needs of ALL is that of SOUL WINNING.

• When a congregation stops winning souls to Christ, it loses 
it's primary purpose for existence.

•Christ's mission was not to come into this world and 
condemn this world but rather to seek and save that 
which is Lost....John 3:17 ; Matt. 1:21 ; Luke 19:10.

• From this standpoint it is evident that the mission of the 
MASTER is also the mission of the church His body.

• The "church" is the spiritual body of Christ...Eph. 1:22-23
and is given the task of carrying forward the great work 
which Christ Himself began while here on earth in the flesh.



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

• THE NECESSITY AND URGENCY OF PERSONAL WORK.

• Thus we can see by NOT getting personally 
involved in soul winning today, one limits the task 
that Christ has given His spiritual body.

• But let us consider a further point concerning the 
necessity of doing personal work and that is found 
in the very word "Evangelism".

•This word comes from the very same Greek word 
which we get the English word "Gospel" or "Good 
News".

•Christians we have the good news of 
Christ...Rom. 1:16 ;  John 14:6 ; 17:17.

•As with any other good news that we receive in 
life we want to share it with others.



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

• THE NECESSITY AND URGENCY OF PERSONAL WORK.

•Yet when it comes to the greatest news anyone 
could ever have we want to keep it 
secret...."WHY?“

•I can not tell you why this is so except for possibly 
one main reason:

•We are ashamed of Christ and disbelieve that the 
Gospel is the power unto salvation!

•But notice the severity of such: - Matt. 10:32-33
....deny Me before Men, and I will deny thee 
before My Father.

•Rev. 21:8 ...."unbelievers are in the lake that 
burns with fire also.



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

• Listen to this poem and then think about the work you are doing....
• Living the way we pray.

• "I knelt to pray when day was done, And prayed: O Lord, bless 
everyone: Lift from each heart the pain, And let the sick be well 

again."  And then I woke one day, And carelessly went on my way, 
The whole day long I did not try, to wipe a tear from any eye.   I did 

not try to share the load, of any brother on the road; I did not even go 
to see, the sick man just next door to me.  Yet once again when day 
was done I prayed: "O Lord, bless everyone." But as I prayed, to my 

ear there came a voice that whispered clear: "Pause hypocrite, before 
you pray: Whom have you tried to bless today? God's sweetest 

blessings always go, by hands that serve him here below." And then I 
hid my face and cried: "Forgive me God for I have lied, Let me but live 

another day And I will live the way I PRAY."    (Author Unknown)
• How many of us here today are in exactly the same position that this 

author was.
• Praying one thing but doing nothing about it?



PERSONAL WORK ---MY SOULS 
RESPONSIBILITY

• Let us now consider the Urgency of Personal Work.

•Many use the excuse..."But there is just nobody who 
will listen to the word of God anymore!“

• I Want you to consider this as a direct contradiction 
to what Christ said in Matt. 9:37-38.

• Here we see that the harvest is  plentiful but the 
laborers are few.

• Every minute 156 people die around the world without 
Christ and without hope.

• That is 224,640 per day and 81,993,600 per year.



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME

• SOME FACTS TO CONSIDER:

• Results of survey work done on 184 congregations 
with a membership of 300 or more:

•Only 5% of the annual membership is baptized - if 
you remove the children of the members this 
figure drops to 2%.

•Elders, Deacons ; Teachers and Members 
averaged - ONE VISIT TO AN OUTSIDER PER 
WEEK PER CONGREGATION.

•Members gave less than 4% of their estimated 
income to the work of the church.

•But the most shocking of all --- less than 5% of all 
the members combined converted a lost soul to 
Christ.



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME

• SOME FACTS TO CONSIDER:

• It is no wonder that scholars such as F.R. Yeakley
writes...

• "the church is baptizing only one convert per year for 
every 80 members of the church and about 50% of 

these converts drop out of the church within 5 years 
after their baptism." He goes on to say that .."The 

survey work that I have continued to do has clearly 
demonstrated that in 1980 the church of Christ in the 

USA did stop increasing and started decreasing in 
total membership. It is clear that if this tend 

continues the church of Christ as we know it today 
will cease to exist in the USA in less than 50 years." 

(Taken from WHY CHURCHES GROW")



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME!

• Can anyone not see the urgency of doing personal work.

• In 1945 the church of Christ was the fastest growing 
religious order in the USA.  

• By 1965 it slipped back to the 12th position and in 
1980 it did not even register as growing at all. (USA 
Census bureau)

• Brethren I use these illustrations not to scare you into 
doing personal work but rather that you might realize 
the great urgency for the Need to do this good work.

• The question I'm sure that you might be asking 
yourselves at this time is Why is this happening?



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME!

• IS THIS THE ANSWER?

• "This is the story about four people named Everybody, 
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. There was an important 

job to be done and Everybody was sure Somebody would do 
it. Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody 

got angry about that, because it was Everybody's job. 
Everybody thought that Anybody could do it, but Nobody 
realized that Everybody would not do it. It ended up that 

Everybody blamed Somebody, when Nobody did what 
Anybody could have done."

• And Ladies let me remind you also that when we speak of 
Personal work this is not only the men’s work but is the work 
of each and every Christian.



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME!

• PERSONAL WORK IS BENEFICIAL TO ALL THOSE WHO 
PARTICIPATE.

• Apostolic example shows that such a practice is acceptable in 
the sight of God.

•Andrew brought Peter ...John 1:40-42.

•Philip brought Nathaniel...John 1:43-51.

•Christ our Example:

• Taught Nicodemus at midnight...John 3.

• Taught the woman at the well...John 4.

•Taught at Zaccheus's home...Luke 19.

•Philip Taught one on a chariot...Acts 8:26-28.

• The early Christians worked from door to door...Acts 5:42 ;  
8:4 ; 18:24-28 ; 20:20.



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME!

•PERSONAL WORK IS BENEFICIAL TO ALL 
THOSE WHO PARTICIPATE.

•The Spiritual motives which should 
compel us are found in II Cor. 5:9-14.

•Of the Judgment to come vrs 10.

•All will give an account of the work 
we have done...Eccl. 12:14.

•Also we will give an account of how 
we have used our talents...Matt. 
25:14-15.



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME!

• PERSONAL WORK IS BENEFICIAL TO ALL THOSE 
WHO PARTICIPATE.

•Because of the Terror of the Lord...vrs 11 ; II 
Thess. 1:6-9 ; Matt. 25:46 ; Rev. 21:8.

•Knowing this to be true - does not mercy 
compel us to try and help people escape 
such a fury....cf. Matt. 5:7.

•If we really believe in Eternal Punishment 
- what excuse will justify out failure to at 
least .."Rescue the Perishing".

•The Love that Christ has for Us...Rom. 5:8 cf
Rom 1:14 we are truly indebted to Christ.



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME!

• PERSONAL WORK IS BENEFICIAL TO ALL THOSE WHO 
PARTICIPATE.
• How effective is Personal work? - Harris J. Dark in his track 

on the church says..."IN order for every person on the earth 
to hear the Gospel of Christ, it would only have to be 
repeated 31 times by everyone who heard it.
•31 times and 2,147,483,648 people would have heard it.  

32 times and 4,294, 967,296
• If we allowed ONE MONTH to repeat the word given to you 

it would take 31 months to teach the whole world.
•Given ONE YEAR it would take 31 years. That is within 

most of our life times.
• But in contrast to this in 1966 the Brown St. church of Christ, 

TN. took 17 members to convert ONE PERSON to the Lord in 
One year.

• Brethren can anyone truly leave here today and say that 
personal work is not for me considering all these facts?



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME!
In Conclusion

• I Leave you with these last two thoughts and the lesson is 
yours.

• The infidels challenge to us:
• "If I firmly believe as, millions say they do, that the 

knowledge and practice of Christianity in this life influences 
destiny in another world, Christianity would be to me, 

everything. I would cast aside earthly cares as follies and 
earthly thoughts and feelings as vanity.   Christianity would 
be my first waking thought, and my Last image before sleep 

sank me into unconsciousness. I would labor in its cause 
alone. Earthly consequences should never stay my hands or 

seal my lips. I would esteem one soul gained for heaven 
worth a lifetime of effort. I would go forth to the world and 

preach Christ in season and out of season, and my text 
would be "for what is a man profited, if he shall gain the 

whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give 
in exchange for his soul.”



YOU NEVER MENTIONED HIM TO ME!
In Conclusion

• I Leave you with these last two thoughts 
and the lesson is yours.
•Daniel Webster once said.
•"If we work upon marble, it will perish, 

if we work upon brass, time will efface 
it, if we rear temples, they will crumble 

into dust ; but if we work upon 
immortal minds, if we imbue them with 
principles, with the fear of God and the 
love of fellowman, we will engrave on 

those tablets something that will 
brighten to all eternity."



“And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, 

and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them 

to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
always, even unto the end of the world. 

Amen.” Mt. 28:18-20

The King James Version, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge) 1769.
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earth,
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Because you failed to mention Him.
You taught me many things, that’s true;
I called you my friend, and trusted you.

But I learn now that it’s too late,
And you could have kept me from this 

fate.
We walked by day, and talked by night,
And yet you showed me not the light.

You let me live, and love, and die,
You knew I’d never live on high.
Yes I called you my friend in life,
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